Grayzel argues convincingly that by the end of 1916 everyone in England -'men and women, young and old -had to adjust to the new reality of aerial warfare'(p. 63). A striking example of the how air raids were brought into the ordinary realities of everyday life is the existence, already in 1915, of special insurance policies advertised in newspapers which offered financial protection against damage from air raids (p. 34). Grayzel utilises personal accounts to illustrate how quickly this transition from civilians to quasi-combatants, or at least to regular targets for bombings, came about. The radical blurring of the boundaries between the fronts was the result of a war in which 'wives could tell their distant soldier-husbands about gunfire while putting the children to bed' (p. 86). From the city as the target of bombing, she zooms in to the home as the first line of defence against air raids, arguing that war became part of domestic life in a new way.
One of Grayzel's central arguments is that, with the coming of air power, the survival of the state relied on 'the joint efforts of combatant and non-combatants', and the 'key work of preparing Britain to accept this transformation was cultural' (p. 315). Grayzel's work is an important contribution to histories of air war in Britain, as she shows the central importance of culture in the processes through which air raids became a familiar feature of domestic life. features of the city were closely entwined with its designation as both a site of danger and potential refuge underground.
In 
Reconstruction, memory and memorialisation
As the role of civilians was transformed so cities themselves were remade and their future reconstruction was a 'galvanising term for mobilisation' across Europe (Cohen, p. 372). Along with the destruction of cities, reconstruction was not a brief moment apart or simply a response to an emergency, but was a preoccupation of architects, planners and politicians throughout the twentieth century. 29 Cohen's extensive discussion of wartime reconstruction plans for Europe illustrates the extent of international exchange in planning ideas (Cohen, ch. 11). As air power developed reconstruction became ever more closely tied to anticipated, and then witnessed, destruction from the sky. In the reconstruction of bombed cities the memory and memorialisation of the death of civilians and the destruction of cities has proven problematic. 31 The traditional language and imagery of war memorials struggled with the dissolution of the distinction between civilians and combatants, while the remnants of modern war, the ruined buildings and streets were being incorporated into the architectural language and identity of the city. 36 There is a danger that such memorials obscure the complexities and ambiguities about the Allied bombing offensive and suggest that the deliberate destruction of entire cities from the air was and is as an inevitable consequence of modern war.
In all these works there is a distinct awareness of the importance of remembering, as Overy puts it: 'the harsh reality for all bombed communities was mass death and mutilation'. 37 The books between war and peace, combatant and non-combatant, city and battlefield, are increasingly hard to determine.
Comparative histories of the varied lived experiences should be brought together with the ways in which these experiences were fictionalised and remembered. An inter-disciplinary approach can bring together the physical and imagined city. Building on these texts, historians can address the question of how bombing civilians became normal and acceptable, by analysing the ways in which the ideas and discourses of air war were translated into the material fabric of the city itself: its architecture, streets, and infrastructure. Historians can illuminate further how air raids became both a feature of urban life and part of the physical aspect of cities, by taking cultural histories into the built environment, and discussing how the fear of air raids was written into material cultures of cities. Building on these texts, more work addressing how air raids became routine could focus on how the fear of bombing was written into the visions and plans for the future of cities, outside the temporary emergency measures of civil defence planning. Urban planning offers a way to critical analyse the idea of a 'temporary emergency' in the age of air war. Cities and citizens were transformed as aerial warfare became a feature of urban planning and urban life, belying the notion of wartime as an exceptional moment, and recasting it as a chronic condition.
